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Huskies up

set San Leandro

Edin Cristofi
Sports Editor

The boys basketball team,
ranked seventh in North Coast
Sectionals (NCS), played against
San Leandro High School, Feb.
23. San Leandro, ranked tenth in
NCS, competes in a league against
schools like Bishop O" Dowd and
Castro Valley, two of the most
talented teams in the NCS boy’s
basketball. San Leandro looked to
pull an upset against Washington
but came up short. San Leandro
was behind the Huskies by one or
two baskets throughout the game.
In the fourth quarter, San Leandro
and Washington alternated the
lead position. When San Leandro
tied the game with a two-pointer,
senior Mark Wik raced down the
court with 6.7 seconds and dished
a no-look pass to senior Jack Ve-
ronin. He went for the game-win-
ning layup, giving the Huskies the
ultimate lead.

“I had to keep track of the clock,
so I would know how much time
was left” Wik said. “I saw the big
man open, and I fed him the ball”

After the shot, San Leandro
called a time-out to prepare for
a chance to tie the game. They

went for the win but they failed.
The Husky fans rushed onto the
court at the sound of the buzzard,
cheering on their team after a hard-
fought victory.

The Huskies lost against De La
Salle High School, 47-66, in round
two of NCS, Feb. 26. De La Salle is
the number two seeded team of the
NCS playofts.

This article originally appeared
in the print on March 2, 2010. It
has been modified to correct style
and grammatical errors.

The Huskies came out of losing
streak with a 61-56 victory over the
American Eagles.

Athletes usually have some type
of good luck charm or superstition.
For Veronin, every time he’s called
for the starting lineup, he hits the
floor three times before getting up.
While his quirks seem odd, it has
worked for him this season, with
a an average 17.2 points and 16.7
rebounds per game. The motiva-
tion and adrenaline behind Vero-
nin’s success comes from his pre-
game dances in the locker room.
Currently towering at 6X6K, Vero-
nin started playing basketball at a
young age in the Fremont recre-
ational league at Irvington. Jack in-
tends plans on continuing his bas-
ketball career in college, possibly at
San Francisco State University.
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Basketball team finishes
second 1n tournament

Edin Cristofi
Sports Editor

During the Rob Vares basketball
tournament, the Huskies played
Mount Eden High School, Nov. 26.
Eight teams gathered for the tradi-
tional three-day tournament. The
Huskies’ offense started off run-
ning on all cylinders, ending with
a win with a score of 73-38 against
Mount Eden.

In the following game against
Northgate, it was more difficult to
achieve victory. The Huskies were
leading up until the third quarter
when Northgate rallied back with
a barrage of three-pointers to bring
their team to a two point lead. In
the end, the Huskies overcame the
bombardment of three point shots
with a consistent offense and pow-
erful defense.

The final game was a classic
championship match-up between
Washington and Castro Valley
High School. Both teams went
back and forth with the lead. With
about ten seconds left, Castro Val-
ley had a chance to tie with a two-
pointer. They missed with the first
two attempts and eventually got a
tip-in with about three seconds left
on the clock to tie the game. The
Huskies coach called a time-out to
design a winning play. He wanted
enough time for the Huskies in
regulation to get a decent shot off.
Even though the ball was heaved, it
fell short of the hoop. During over-
time, the two teams played with the
same level of offense and defense;
neither teams let up. All the free
throws the Huskies missed dur-

ing the entire same came to haunt
them with a loss of 71-74.

The Huskies finished second in
the tournament, which was an im
provement from fourth place las
year. With a great start to the sea-
son, the boys basketball team will
be one to watch this year.

The wrestling team defeated
Kennedy, 45-36, at the JFK gym
Jan. 27. The boys won 8 of 11 var
sity matches. Sophomores Nicole
Belingheri, Kaitlin Loob and Brit-
tany Kinney did not have femalg
competitors to play.

Sophomore Dominic Cesena
junior Raymond Chan and se-
nior Mohammad Khalil won thei
matches with pins. Kennedy didn’
have opponents for sophomorg
Joel Weintraub, sophomore Joseph
Dereis and senior Doran Martinez
so they won points each by forfeit.

Despite the school win, Ken-
nedy’s aggressive tactics left manyj
players bruised. Senior Cole Brow-
er endured three slams in his los
match, and team captain senioy
Joey Johnson couldn’t continue hig
match after his opponent
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Bittersweet victory against Kennedy

Nicole Pham
Sports Editor

The wrestling team defeated
Kennedy, 45-36, at the JFK gym,
Jan. 27. The boys won 8 of 11 var-
sity matches. Sophomores Nicole
Belingheri, Kaitlin Loob and Brit-
tany Kinney did not have female
competitors to play.

Sophomore Dominic Ces-
ena, junior Raymond Chan and
senior Mohammad Khalil won
their matches with pins. Kennedy
didn’t have opponents for sopho-
more Joel Weintraub, sophomore
Joseph Dereis and senior Doran
Martinez, so they won points each
by forfeit.

Despite the school win, Ken-
nedy’s aggressive tactics left many
players bruised. Senior Cole
Brower endured three slams in
his lost match, and team captain
senior Joey Johnson couldn’t con-
tinue his match after his opponent

slammed him on his back. Wres-
tlers are allowed to slam opponents
if they have at least one knee on
the ground. The referee repeat-
edly reminded Kennedy players
to “take it easy” on the magnitude
of slamming. In Johnson’s match,
the warnings were not enough. He
came away with a bruised rib.

The team record stands at 2-2.
The next meet is against Mission
and Logan, Feb. 3.
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